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2ABBI฀*EFFREY฀3AKS฀IS฀
&OUNDING฀$IRECTOR฀OF฀
!4)$�4HE฀!CADEMY฀
FOR฀4ORAH฀)NITIATIVES฀
AND฀$IRECTIONS฀IN฀
*EWISH฀%DUCATION�฀AND฀
%DITOR฀OF฀7ISDOM฀
FROM฀!LL฀-Y฀
4EACHERS�฀#HALLENGES฀
AND฀)NITIATIVES฀IN฀
#ONTEMPORARY฀4ORAH฀
%DUCATION�

2ABBI฀*ILL฀(AMMER�฀
0H�$��฀IS฀A฀SENIOR฀
ASSOCIATE฀AT฀-A�YAN�฀
4HE฀*EWISH฀7OMEN�S฀
0ROJECT฀OF฀THE฀*EWISH฀
#OMMUNITY฀#ENTER฀IN฀
-ANHATTAN�฀

-ARCIE฀(ERSHMAN฀
IS฀THE฀AUTHOR฀OF฀THE฀
MEMOIR฀3PEAK฀TO฀-E�฀
'RIEF�฀,OVE฀AND฀7HAT฀
%NDURES�฀฀3HE฀TEACHES฀
AT฀4UFTS฀5NIVERSITY�

,OIS฀$UBIN฀TEACHES฀
*EWISH฀HISTORY�฀
THOUGHT�฀AND฀WOMEN�S฀
SPIRITUALITY฀AT฀3MITH฀
#OLLEGE�

2ABBI฀.AFTALI฀#OHN฀
IS฀CURRENTLY฀A฀
GRADUATE฀STUDENT฀IN฀
RABBINIC฀LITERATURE฀
AT฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀
0ENNSYLVANIA�

,ET฀US฀HEAR

�฀,OIS฀$UBIN

�฀(ILLEL฀(ALKIN�฀h7RITING฀*EWISH�v฀
#OMMENTARY฀�/CTOBER฀����	
฀

7HILE฀ IT฀ IS฀DEBATABLE�฀ TO฀ SAY฀ THE฀ LEAST�฀ THAT฀OUR฀ SCHISMATIC฀
BREAKING฀POINTS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀HISTORICALLY฀ABOUT฀BOOKS�฀THERE฀

IS฀NO฀DOUBT฀THAT฀IF฀h/F฀MAKING฀MANY฀BOOKS฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀ENDv฀�%CCL�฀
�����	�฀THE฀CANONIZING฀OF฀h'REAT฀"OOKSv฀IS฀NEARLY฀AS฀ENDLESS�฀0ER

SONALLY�฀)฀AM฀IDEOLOGICALLY�฀EMOTIONALLY�฀AND฀NORMATIVELY฀COMMIT

TED฀TO฀A฀CANON฀OF฀BOOKS�฀.EVERTHELESS�฀)฀AM฀NOT฀CONVINCED฀THAT฀
THE฀PRODUCTION฀OF฀A฀COMMUNAL฀*EWISH฀DISCOURSE฀COULD฀OR฀SHOULD฀
BE฀GROUNDED฀ON฀THE฀FORGING฀OF฀A฀NEW฀CANON฀OR฀BOOKSHELF�฀)NDEED�฀
THE฀SLIPPERY�฀3ISYPHEAN฀EXPERIMENT฀OF฀CANONIZATION฀MIGHT฀VERY฀
WELL฀UNDERMINE฀THE฀UNITY฀WE฀SEEK�

)N฀FACT�฀WE฀ARE฀NOT฀SO฀MUCH฀h4HE฀0EOPLE฀OF฀THE฀"OOKv฀�A฀MONI

KER฀GIVEN฀US฀BY฀)SLAM	�฀BUT฀h4HE฀0EOPLE฀OF฀THE฀-OUTH�v฀I�E��฀THE฀
/RAL฀,AW�฀AND฀ITS฀CULTURE฀OF฀DIALOGICAL฀DISCOURSE฀THAT฀MARKS฀THE฀
*EWISH฀ ฀AND฀CULTURE฀TO฀THIS฀DAY�฀4HE฀SOURCE฀OF฀THE฀GREAT฀*EWISH฀
CONVERSATION฀IS฀CONVERSATION฀ITSELF�฀4HE฀ON
GOING฀ 
CANONIZED฀
SET฀OF฀ IDEAS฀AND฀ IDEALS�฀DEBATES฀AND฀DISPUTES�฀VALUES�฀ CULTURE�฀
HUMOR�฀AND฀�฀YES฀�฀CODIlED฀AND฀CANONIZED฀LITERATURE�฀TEXTS฀
AND฀LEGAL฀CODES฀�ALTHOUGH฀SURELY฀NOT฀ ฀THAT	�฀)T฀IS฀THIS฀OFTEN฀
CONTENTIOUS฀CONVERSATION�฀AND฀NOT฀A฀RETROACTIVE฀COMMON฀CANON�฀
WHICH฀REmECTS฀AND฀RECORDS฀OUR฀*EWISH฀FATE฀AND�฀IF฀SHEPHERDED฀
WITH฀CARE�฀MAY฀POINT฀TOWARD฀COMMON฀*EWISH฀DESTINY�
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