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7HILE IT ISDEBATABLE� TO SAY THE LEAST� THATOUR SCHISMATIC
BREAKINGPOINTSHAVEBEENHISTORICALLYABOUTBOOKS�THERE

ISNODOUBTTHATIFh/FMAKINGMANYBOOKSTHEREISNOENDv�%CCL�
�����	�THECANONIZINGOFh'REAT"OOKSvISNEARLYASENDLESS�0ER
SONALLY�)AMIDEOLOGICALLY�EMOTIONALLY�ANDNORMATIVELYCOMMIT
TEDTOACANONOFBOOKS�.EVERTHELESS�)AMNOTCONVINCEDTHAT
THEPRODUCTIONOFACOMMUNAL*EWISHDISCOURSECOULDORSHOULD
BEGROUNDEDONTHEFORGINGOFANEWCANONORBOOKSHELF�)NDEED�
THESLIPPERY�3ISYPHEANEXPERIMENTOFCANONIZATIONMIGHTVERY
WELLUNDERMINETHEUNITYWESEEK�

)NFACT�WEARENOTSOMUCHh4HE0EOPLEOFTHE"OOKv�AMONI
KERGIVENUSBY)SLAM	�BUTh4HE0EOPLEOFTHE-OUTH�vI�E��THE
/RAL,AW�ANDITSCULTUREOFDIALOGICALDISCOURSETHATMARKSTHE
*EWISH ANDCULTURETOTHISDAY�4HESOURCEOFTHEGREAT*EWISH
CONVERSATIONISCONVERSATIONITSELF�4HEONGOING CANONIZED
SETOF IDEASAND IDEALS�DEBATESANDDISPUTES�VALUES� CULTURE�
HUMOR�AND�YES�CODIlEDANDCANONIZEDLITERATURE�TEXTS
ANDLEGALCODES�ALTHOUGHSURELYNOT THAT	�)TISTHISOFTEN
CONTENTIOUSCONVERSATION�ANDNOTARETROACTIVECOMMONCANON�
WHICHREmECTSANDRECORDSOUR*EWISHFATEAND�IFSHEPHERDED
WITHCARE�MAYPOINTTOWARDCOMMON*EWISHDESTINY�
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